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LIFE's Book Suggestions for 
Children Aged 5-8 Years 

 

Reading Together, Growing Together 

Every child's reading journey is unique. Let your child choose books that excite 
them, whether that's silly stories, action-packed adventures, or tales that reflect 
their own heritage. When children see themselves in books and feel ownership over 
what they read, they develop confidence and a lifelong love of stories. Visit your 
local library together, explore different genres, and remember: a child who loves 
one book will soon love many. 
 

N O T E  F O R  P A R E N T S  
Age recommendations are guidelines. Every child develops at their own pace. A 
confident 5-year-old reader may enjoy books listed for ages 6-8, while a 7-
year-old may still love picture books read aloud. Follow your child's interests 
and let them choose books that excite them! 

 

Picture Books 

Classics & Must-Haves 

Title Author Age 

The Gruffalo Julia Donaldson 5-7 

Room on the Broom Julia Donaldson 5-7 

Zog Julia Donaldson 5-7 

The Tiger Who Came to Tea Judith Kerr 5-7 

Owl Babies Martin Waddell 5-7 
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Title Author Age 

Dogger Shirley Hughes 5-7 

Elmer David McKee 5-7 

Giraffes Can't Dance Giles Andreae 5-7 

The Bad-Tempered Ladybird Eric Carle 5-7 

 

Humour & Engagement 

Title Author Age 

Oi Frog! Kes Gray & Jim Field 5-7 

Supertato Sue Hendra & Paul Linnet 5-7 

The Dinosaur That Pooped a 
Planet 

Tom Fletcher & Dougie 
Poynter 

5-7 

Interrupting Chicken David Ezra Stein 5-7 

Aliens Love Underpants Claire Freedman & Ben 
Cort 

5-7 

You Choose Pippa Goodhart & Nick 
Sharratt 

5-8 

Traction Man Mini Grey 5-7 

The Smartest Giant in Town Julia Donaldson 5-7 

The Napping House Audrey Wood 5-7 

 

Diversity & Identity  

Title Author Age 

Sulwe Lupita Nyong'o 5-8 

Hair Love Matthew A. Cherry 5-8 

Rocket Says Look Up! Nathan Bryon 5-8 

Alma and How She Got Her 
Name 

Juana Martinez-Neal 5-8 

Thank You, Omu! Oge Mora 5-7 

Last Stop on Market Street Matt de la Peña 5-8 
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Title Author Age 

Knuffle Bunny Mo Willems 5-7 

The Invisible Boy Trudy Ludwig 5-8 

I Am Enough Grace Byers 5-8 

Each Kindness Jacqueline Woodson 6-8 

 

Caribbean Connection 

Title Author Age 

Carnival Queen Donette Williams-Harry 5-7 

Anansi and the Moss-Covered 
Rock 

Eric A. Kimmel 5-8 

Island Born Junot Díaz 5-8 

Drum Dream Girl Margarita Engle 5-8 

One Love Cedella Marley 5-7 

 

STEM & Curiosity 

Title Author Age 

Ada Twist, Scientist Andrea Beaty 5-7 

Rosie Revere, Engineer Andrea Beaty 5-7 

Iggy Peck, Architect Andrea Beaty 5-7 

The Most Magnificent Thing Ashley Spires 5-7 

What Do You Do With an Idea? Kobi Yamada 5-8 

If You Give a Mouse a Cookie Laura Numeroff 5-7 

How to Catch a Star Oliver Jeffers 5-7 

 

Emotions & Social-Emotional Learning 

Title Author Age 

The Colour Monster Anna Llenas 5-7 
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Title Author Age 

The Rabbit Listened Cori Doerrfeld 5-8 

The Invisible String Patrice Karst 5-7 

Rain Before Rainbows Smriti Halls 5-7 

Ruby's Worry Tom Percival 5-8 

The Huge Bag of Worries Virginia Ironside 5-8+ 

My Mouth is a Volcano Julia Cook 5-7 

 

Early Readers & Graphic Novels 

Series for Building Confidence 

Title Author Age 

Elephant & Piggie Mo Willems 5-8 

The Bad Guys Aaron Blabey 6-8 

Dog Man Dav Pilkey 6-8 

Cat Kid Comic Club Dav Pilkey 6-8 

Narwhal and Jelly Ben Clanton 5-8 

Pete the Cat James Dean 5-7 

 

Graphic Novel Adventures 

Title Author Age 

Magic Tree House Graphic Novels Mary Pope Osborne 6-8 

Super Happy Magic Forest Matty Long 6-8 

Max & Chaffy Jamie Smart 5-8 

Ten Little Mike Brownlow 5-7 

Hilo Judd Winick 6-8 

InvestiGators John Patrick Green 6-8 

Bird & Squirrel James Burks 6-8 
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Early Chapter Books & Series 

(Perfect Transition from Picture Books) 

Title Author Age 

Mercy Watson (series) Kate DiCamillo 6-8 

Princess in Black (series) Shannon & Dean Hale 5-8 

Ivy + Bean (series) Annie Barrows 6-8 

Heidi Heckelbeck (series) Wanda Coven 6-8 

Flat Stanley Jeff Brown 6-8 

Claude (series) Alex T. Smith 5-8 

Owl Diaries (series) Rebecca Elliott 5-8 

 

Popular Series (High Interest) 

Title Author Age 

Isadora Moon Harriet Muncaster 6-8 

Unicorn Diaries Rebecca Elliott 5-8 

Unicorn Academy Julie Sykes 6-8 

Dragon Masters Tracey West 6-8 

Dragon Girls Maddy Mara 6-8 

The Naughty Unicorn Pip Bird 5-8 

The Critter Club Callie Barkley 6-8 

Purrmaids Sudipta Bardhan-Quallen 6-8 

Rainbow Magic Daisy Meadows 5-8 

 

Funny Chapter Books 

Title Author Age 

Dave Pigeon Swapna Haddow 6-8 

The Worst Witch Jill Murphy 6-8 

Diary of a Wombat Jackie French 5-8 
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Title Author Age 

Stink (series) Megan McDonald 6-8 

My Weird School (series) Dan Gutman 6-8 

Aliens Love Panta Claus Claire Freedman 5-7 

 


